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What is data journalism?
Nothing special, honestly.









99.999%



0.0001% of 0.0001%
We’re going to focus on that tiny 
sliver of coding



What is “structured data?”
Also nothing fancy: spreadsheets. Rows 
and columns.





Why don’t we just use AI?
Well, we will. It does two things: 
works perfectly and lies to your face.



https://bit.ly/birn-2025-data







But then we didn’t write it 
down and we lost the chat 
so we need to do it again
Very sad, but that’s ok





It will lie to your face 
and cite sources while it 
does so.
We’ll talk more about why later











What’s the role of code in an AI 
world?
• Knowing what’s possible instead of only knowing what the 
AI knows

• You’re smarter than AI (…in some ways)

• It’s teamwork

• Communication with other human beings



Your editor is never going 
to read a ChatGPT 
conversation and trust it. 
You’ll probably lose the link anyway.





Data people use notebooks
(AI can write for you in notebooks 
too)















We only have two goals

• Learn to run Python

• Learn one fundamental tool (pandas)

• That’s it!!!!



Two worst parts of a data 
journalist’s life
Installing software, and every day 
after that



https://bit.ly/birn-2025-data



The reason why you do data 
journalism is scale. 
Number of rows, number of files, number 
of differences, across time, etc.



Everything uses pandas. 
Everyone uses pandas. ChatGPT 
uses pandas, it can help you 
with anything.





https://bit.ly/birn-2025-data





DON’T FORGET





We could use Tabula.
But we want to scale.











the output

your current code

your problems

what you’re doing (and how)



embrace confusion





When all you have is a 
hammer everything looks 
like a nail. 
but there are many things that can be 
solved with a hammer.
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