
Passive Scraping for 
social media

(and everything else)

Jonathan Soma
Columbia Journalism School
js4571@columbia.edu
@dangerscarf

https://bit.ly/nicar-passive



the problem



tiers of problem-solving
• Using a tool
• Writing a scraper
• Undocumented APIs
• Intercepting browser requests
• Pack-ratting with HAR and WARC/WACZ files



A solution: instaloader



solution: instaloader





solution……?



solution: yt-dlp



solution: writing a scraper



the problem with scrapers



tiers of problem-solving
• Using a tool
• Writing a scraper
• Undocumented APIs
• Intercepting browser requests
• Pack-ratting with HAR and WARC/WACZ files



solution: undocumented APIs







the problem: they change

(and we’re lazy!) /api/v2/products

/products/list.json



solution: intercepting API call
s

give me a thing!

here you go!

us being sneaky





the problem: they change

(and we’re lazy!) /api/v2/products

/products/list.json



tiers of problem-solving
• Using a tool
• Writing a scraper
• Undocumented APIs
• Intercepting browser requests
• Pack-ratting with HAR and WARC/WACZ files



solution: recording with HAR











the problem
• Giant files!!!
• Chunking!!!
• Base64 encoding!!!
• Other things I probably don’t even know about yet!!!
• (But they do also sometimes work, too, it just depends)



solution: saving WARC files
ty jeremy merrill





the problem: automation..?



just kidding! Automate with 

Playwright!
native har export

can install extensions
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